




















fte r n early four years of college l avoid a bsolute s ta teme nt s . 
s o I'll jus t say tha t one possible. important part of human life 
is pa tterns . They're importa nt to m e . a nyway . but tha t' s 
becau se these a re the four mos t s elfis h yea rs of my life . right ? 
Or I hope so . 1 ca n ·t say it follows that the re ·s a drive to make 
sense of one·s li fe from these pa tt erns: tinw after t imc my 
beh avior runs contra ry to wha t I feel is the fiber of my being. 

So l forget a nd live: a c heap way lo sanity . 
I've fa llen into a four year pa ttern -- high school and Centra l College a rc the 

la test cycles. Acad emic grind began with ninth grad e . Tha t is . s chool beca m e 
tra nscripts . future opportuniti es. a nd impossibl e decis ions ins tead of a routine 
between m eals . te levis ion . a nd ove rblown s ocia l crises . l3y impossible deci s ions l 
mean those th a t require a grasp of yourself. your cha racter. while a t the sam e 
time you shudder a t the pe rson you we re las t year a nd jus t as quickly next 
year's vers ion will s hudder a t you. Tha t firs t philosophy course won ·t help. 
eithe r . (But stick with it . the second a nd third might .) With lime the decisions 
becom e more impossib le as you feel opportunities disappear. while all the mis 
takes fa ithfully drag d own your G .P.A. or bra nd your ego . 

The freshma n to senior odyssey has d efea ted m e twice. sapped my energy 
a nd spit m e up without direction . Al least a n unde rgradu a te degree followed log 
ically after high sch ool. but wha t follows logica lly now besides ... life? 

God forbid I s hould bla m e my a pa thy on the m ood of these limes. but it's s o 
a ppealing. though nothing n ew. I'm too quic k to e mbra ce a downward s pira l. or 
even search one out. Maybe it's becau se the only TV s hows I regula rly watch a rc 
"Cops" a nd 'The S impsons." l3ut the n l ca n ·t get e nough of "It's a Wonde rful 
Life ... e ither. l d on ·t long fo r a re turn of our s ta ble. fa bled ·so-s pos t -wa r socie ty . 
just its job m a rke t. 

For the past three s umme rs I've cha lked ba ll diamonds and whacked weeds 
fo r a community school d is tric t -- occasiona lly they'd let me play with the dump 
truc k . Without sounding pretentious . I feel ready for a new. bigger and bett e r 
challenge. (I did enjoy m y deep ta n a nd bleached ha ir look . though .) So why 
does my cha lle nge lay in finding on e? I'm now con vinced tha t l3ono is the 
mouthpiece of my gloom boom e r genera tion : 1 d o feel "N umb" in our zoo. "l have 
no compass/ And l ha ve no m a p / And l have no reason . no reason to ,!..(c l back ... 

But there is a quasi-decis ion s ta ring m e in the fa ce : the gradu a te school vs . 
job / rea l world dich otomy. If persona l mitos is we re possible maybe rd ta ke bo th 
forks a n d join up la ter to compa re notes . Or. to dream . I might find tha t golde n 
gradu ate sch ool fe llows hip or ben evole nt 
employer wi lling to invest in my furth er educa 
tion. Not tha t I've been a ble to ch oose a grad u 
a te school. A s tack of j ourna lis m p rogram a ppli 
cations s its in my room . but my mind has toyed 
wi th five different futures jus t in the time of 
writing this. 

1 really wouldn't mind pos tponing the real 
world for a bit: I'd like to learn to ba la n ce my 
check book firs t. Since high school I've s hunned 
the math and bus iness world . a nd it seem s tha t 
around May 20th rn begin to pay my dues . But 
fame a nd fortune will soon divorce m e of these worries. jus t as soon as the 
world realizes wha t a genius l a m : de ta ils will ta ke ca re of the mselves. 

There will be one s igh of re lief ril breathe upon gradua tion. for tha t diploma 
wi ll a utom a tically exorcise a ll my ba d ha bits . No m ore of tha t mons ter nicotine . 
Fruits and veggies will fill my fridge. Exercise as a philosophy . At least e ight 
hours of s leep a night. I'll fin a lly ha ve time for a ll the writing. reading . and other 
inte llectual side purs uits college life ke pt m e from. And wom e n will a bsolute ly 
a ttack m e . 

But seriously. I pla n to purs ue my own persona l land of milk and honey. I 
only wonder how many s ta rs one s hould keep in one·s eyes for the cha s e. Milk 
and hon ey are a pt m eta phors beca u se they're fluid s : you·ve got to bring your 
own conta iner . I've som e h oles to pa tch up. brother. 

So here I a m . Kyle Munson . Central College Englis h m ajor and communica
tion minor gradua te. Wow. l can·t decide how to e ncl this ra mbling m ess, le t 
a lon e plan my life. so to h ell wi th it. I do ha ve m ore 130 110 wis dom. but h e s tole it 
from Hank Willia m s: 'T hese days run a way like horses over the hill. ... 

Check back with m e in ten years . + 

Every senior 
faces one basic 

question as graduation 
looms 

NOW 
WHAT? 
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